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encamped fifty miles to the north-east of Dewas at the
village of Sarangpur. By a forced march Chimnaji Appa
and Udaji Powar contrived to surprise and kill him. On
the death of Raja Giridhar the emperor at once appointed
his cousin Daya Bahadur to the viceroyalty of Malwa. On
12th October 1731 he met the fate which had overtaken
his kinsman, On his arrival in Malwa he tried to restore
order by instituting a reign of terror, At the same time
he implored the vazir Khan Dauran to send him a few
troops, promising him that so long as he lived, a wall
stood between the Marathas and the capital On his fall
they would overwhelm the empire. In spite of this
prophetic truth, Khan Dauran sent him no more troops
than he had sent Raja Giridhar, On the other hand the
oppressed nobles of Malwa implored the help of Savai
Jaysing of Jaypur, The latter was unwilling to declare
himself openly against the emperor of Delhi. He invited
the nobles of Central India to apply for help to Bajirao.
Bajirao referred them to Malharrao Holkar. At the same
time Nandalal Chaudhari undertook to guide Holkar across
the fords of the Narbada. Late in September 1731, Holkar
with twelve thousand men crossed the great river
near the village of Akbarpur and invaded Malwa. Nothing
daunted, Daya Bahadur hastened to block Holkar's further
progress by holding a pass known as the Tanda Ghat
But NandalaPs spies informed Holkar of Daya Bahadur's
movements and he led Malharrao Holkar through another
track, known as the Bhairav pass. Daya Bahadur hastened
after his mobile enemy. This time Holkar no longer fled-
Wheeling back, he met Daya Bahadur at the village of
Thai, near Dhar, and destroyed his army, Daya Bahadur
fell on the battlefield.

Daya Bahadur's successor was a Rohilla Afghan named
Mahomed Khan Bangash. He was a gallant soldier, whose
bravery had earned him the title of Ghazenfer Jang or
the Lion in battle. But in every quality except courage
he seems to have been lacking. When he received the